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Class of 2014 Student Testimonials 

Rob 
Major: Molecular 
Genetics 

 

I feel extremely fortunate to be a part of the MMG department 
and to have the opportunity to share an unforgettable 
experience with my peers. It has been a roller coaster of a ride 
throughout my time here at UVM, but being a part of the MMG 
department has allowed me to meet some of the most influential 
people in my life thus far. At times things may have seemed 
overwhelming, however, the advisors and professors push us to 
excel at a high level. While they push us, they help guide us, 
they are extremely patient, and understanding. It has also given 
me an open mind to all possibilities in life and I believe we 
received amazing tools and knowledge to move forward after 
graduation. 

http://www.uvm.edu/microbiology


Vy 
Double Major: 
Biochemistry & 
Molecular Genetics 

 

I first started out at UVM with a major in Biochemistry and minor 
in Microbiology but, by the end of junior year, I found myself 
indulged in more MMG than BIOC classes. That’s when I 
decided to switch my minor to a major and it was one of the best 
choices I made. I got to know the staff and my peers so much 
better, all of who turned out to be amazing people! They’re so 
supportive, friendly, and helpful! I could walk through Stafford 
see smiles all the time and know everyone’s names. The 
department is definitely a lot different from other departments in 
that they not only create an academic but, also, a personal 
relationship with their students and they want to see you 
succeed. They also have countless opportunities for TA, 
internships, and research positions. The professors are great 
with in class teaching but even more awesome one on one. I 
would recommend anyone in MMG to get to know all your 
professors, they’re here to help you through the 4 years of 
college! 

Kori 
Major: 
Microbiology 

 

I switched to MMG my sophomore year of college. I thought the 
course work looked more interesting to me. What I didn’t know I 
would get when I switched majors was unconditional support 
and guidance from all of the staff. Every person I have met that 
is a part of the MMG department, from the office staff, to the grad 
students, to the professors and advisors, has given me the best 
college experience I could have asked for. The MMG 
department is a close-knit community that gives that small 
school feel, while still being part of a large university. All of the 
classes are interactive and practical for real life careers. I really 
feel my switch the MMG made my college experience more 
enjoyable, and I couldn’t be happier that I found the department! 



Sam 
Major: 
Microbiology  

 

I knew I wanted to be a part of MMG the first day I arrived at 
UVM.  Our department is so welcoming and helpful.  The faculty 
will never hesitate to lend a helping hand and will work with you 
to accomplish all the goals you set forth for yourself.  The 
advising and counseling provided in MMG is unmatched at 
UVM.  The MMG majors provide a curriculum that allows you to 
dive directly into your interests and explore unique questions 
with hands on experiences.  From the very first semester 
exploratory caffeine resistance experiments to mammalian cell 
culture in some of the more advanced laboratories, MMG is a 
very participant friendly course load.  You will be able to explore 
the many facets of the microscopic world within a challenging 
yet always interesting and interactive experience.  I loved my 
experience with MMG and the faculty could not have been more 
helpful throughout my attendance at UVM.  The small 
department filled with numerous amazing faculty provides one 
of the best areas of study at UVM. 

Lisz 
Major: Molecular 
Genetics 
Minor: English 

 

Joining the MMG program really made my experience at UVM. 
The classes were much smaller than those from other 
departments and after the first semester I was able to meet 
almost all the MMG faculty. The faculty is not only brilliant, but 
they take the time to know their students and help them achieve 
their goals. The classes are intense but offer so much 
information that will be used directly in my future career with 
laboratories that are small and personal. I would recommend 
this department to anyone interested in research or anyone who 
wants that personal attention while still at a large university. 
There is no better department than MMG and I am so glad that 
I choose to be a part of them.  



Tom 
Major: 
Microbiology 
Minor: Molecular 
Genetics 

 

Joining the MMG program was the best decision I made in 
college. My time spent here in this department has been nothing 
short of amazing. Due to the small nature of the department I 
had already met the core faculty of MMG within a semester of 
starting and began to form personal relationships with them. 
They have provided an enormous amount of guidance to me in 
the form of academic, professional, and personal support. The 
faculty here provides a warm and welcoming environment that 
pushes you to become the absolute best that you can be. The 
courses offered by the MMG department are some of the most 
detailed and interesting courses at the university. The most 
memorable to me were the myriad of laboratory courses that 
offer hands on experience that is directly applicable to a career 
after graduation. Besides the outstanding faculty and courses, 
MMG offers opportunities to its students that the other programs 
at the university do not, including ample chances to become a 
TA, work in the hospital, and perform undergraduate research. I 
could not have asked for a better undergraduate experience. 



Owen 
Major: 
Microbiology 

 

The MMG department is the best at UVM. It provides the perfect 
balance of the top-notch facilities of a big school with the 
personal feel and education of a small school environment. I 
cannot thank the faculty enough for providing so many 
opportunities in student research, teaching assistant positions, 
and many interesting lab and non-lab classes. I truly feel that the 
MMG curriculum has provided me with a strong background to 
succeed, while still allowing the time to enjoy all that UVM and 
Vermont has to offer.  Overall MMG is an excellent program and 
I am so glad to have been a part of it.  

 
  



 

Kenny 
Honors College 
Scholar 

Double major: 
Molecular Genetics 

 

I switched into the MMG program fall semester of my sophomore 
year at UVM. It was one of the best decisions I could’ve made. 
From the beginning, I felt like the professors and my advisor 
wanted me to succeed. I always felt comfortable when meeting 
with them. After three years, I built a relationship that allowed 
me to stop by their offices any day to ask them questions or look 
for guidance. This program allowed me to take classes that were 
more directly related to my interests and even get involved in a 
research lab. I also have had the opportunity to work along side 
one of my professors as their teaching assistant. Outside of 
schoolwork, I spend a lot of my time working on UVM Rescue, 
an ambulance squad that provides emergency care to the UVM 
campus and surrounding towns. I also enjoy playing the drums 
and have recently begun playing shows with a band. I am 
currently in the process of applying to medical school. I am 
grateful for the support I have received from the MMG faculty in 
helping me to figure out what I want to do in the future and what 
steps I need to take to get there. 



Anna 
Honors College 
Scholar 

Major: 
Microbiology 
Minor: German 

 

The MMG program demands excellence and self-awareness 
and has made my college experience academically stimulating 
as well as rewarding on a personal level. Before college, I knew 
that I was interested in humanitarian development efforts in low-
and middle-income countries, but was not certain through which 
academic lens I would angle my focus.  As is typical for many 
college students, a winding path through different majors and 
areas of study ensued. The journey ultimately led me to MMG 
department, where I never left – and for good reason. The 
advantageous small size of the department lends itself to an 
outstanding staff that is in every respect devoted to guiding, 
supporting, and challenging students to become the best 
versions of themselves.  There are infinite opportunities for 
growth both inside and outside the classroom. My peers and I 
have worked as teaching assistants, studied abroad, pursued 
minors and double majors, published in medical journals, been 
appointed to positions of leadership in clubs and student 
government, excelled on varsity teams, and have even found 
time in the day to sleep. As MMG undergraduates, we can define 
ourselves to be something more than just “students.” I believe 
this to be a direct reflection of the coursework, teachers, 
research mentors, and academic advisors in our department, 
who have shaped us to surpass any limits we may have 
previously self-constructed.   



Kelly 
Major: Molecular 
Genetics 

 

I absolutely love being in the MMG department. After switching 
a few majors, I finally found a place I could call my home. I had 
a family of advisors who were helpful in every single one of my 
life aspects. The department is small and everyone knows each 
other! In terms of courses, these classes are no joke. If you work 
hard and understand the material, then you can start making 
connections to other classes. Being a Teaching Assistant 
solidified my experience here. I did not know how much I loved 
microbiology until I taught MMG 101 and 222. I loved my 
students and was able convey my passion to other students. If I 
can redo college all over again, I would have started as an MMG 
major. Thank you MMG! You are the best! 

Sam 
Double major: 
Biochemistry & 
Microbiology 

 

Having a major in microbiology in MMG was easily the best 
decision I’ve ever made. I have made some incredible friends 
and have had the greatest experiences I could’ve asked for. The 
advising is incredible and the professors are some of the best 
I’ve ever had. The classes are beyond interesting and really fun. 
This program has made me feel exceptionally prepared for my 
future. 



Joe 
Honors College 
Scholar 

Major: Molecular 
Genetics 
Minor: Computer 
Science 

 

As a student who transferred from a Molecular Genetics major 
at a different university to the Molecular Genetics program at 
UVM, I've had the opportunity to experience the curriculum 
presented a couple of different ways. By far, UVM's MMG 
program stands out as the most comprehensive and supportive 
academic department I've had the fortune to work with. The 
teaching resources available to undergraduate students in MMG 
far exceeds what I would have expected as an undergrad - in 
particular, the lab techniques you learn prepare you for a career 
in the life sciences phenomenally well. Additionally, the breadth 
of available undergraduate research topics in faculty labs gives 
any student the opportunity to pursue whichever sub-discipline 
they are interested in. All of these aside, the part that stands out 
most to me as a graduate of the department is the incredible 
commitment that the faculty have to ensuring that their students 
succeed. Needless to say, I couldn't give higher 
recommendations for MMG to prospective students in the life 
sciences! 



Camarie 
Major: Molecular 
Genetics 
Minor: 
Microbiology 

 

The MMG program has completely changed my life for the 
better.  The combination of courses, professors, and research 
opportunities make this the best program to be in.  The diverse 
courses available, including hands-on laboratory courses, gives 
students great experience and allows students to learn about a 
large variety of material.  The professors in the MMG department 
are all very supportive and helpful.  No matter if they’re your 
advisor or not they will sit down and help you figure out your 
future.  Lastly, the research opportunities are numerous.  Being 
able to participate in research as an undergrad is incredible.  It 
allows you to work in a real laboratory and learn about an 
undergoing research project.  The MMG program does a very 
good job with helping students decide what they would like their 
career to be and help students make it possible. 

Ashley 
Double major: 
Microbiology & 
Molecular Genetics 

 

Joining the MMG program was one of the best decisions I made 
during my time at UVM.  I came from a large major in another 
college where the advising was impersonal and the variety of 
classes was limited.  In MMG, the advising is tailored specifically 
for each and every student to ensure they excel in whatever it is 
they want to do.  The faculty are nice, helpful, but most of all 
supportive.  They are the only professors I know that you can 
just drop by their office to ask a quick question or have an entire 
conversation about what you might want to do in the future.  My 
favorite part about the program was all of the different classes 
and labs I had the opportunity to take.  I never found myself 
taking classes I didn’t want to just to fill up credits.  If anything, I 
wish I had the time to take more classes.  Through this program 
I have been able to learn so much more than I ever thought I 
could as an undergraduate, and thanks to MMG I feel confident 
and ready to move on with the next chapter of my life! 



Chelsea 
Major: 
Microbiology 
Minor: Economics 

 

The MMG department is so great I just couldn't stay away. After 
taking my time to explore different majors at UVM I realized 
MMG was the best option for me. My decision was mainly based 
on the dedicated faculty members. The amount of time the 
professor’s put into their MMG courses is above and beyond 
many other courses at UVM. Their passion and dedication to the 
students makes the classes more enjoyable, and the workload 
less daunting. In addition to being great professors, they are also 
great advisors. No professor in the department is 
unapproachable or unwilling to help, which leaves students with 
an abundance of resources. Even if you are not convinced you 
want to pursue a medical or research career receiving your 
degree from the MMG department will set you up with a 
foundation for success. 

Jareth 
Major: 
Microbiology 

 

Originally transferring from a much smaller school I was so 
excited to see that the MMG program at UVM offered more 
classes than the entirety of my old schools Biology Program. But 
on top of that the teachers and my fellow MMG students are 
amazing they are always there for you no matter if you just need 
some help or just want to stop by and chat. I have learned so 
much from my time as UVM MMGer and I will look at it as some 
of the best times of my life. 



Audrey 
Honors College 
Scholar 

Major: Molecular 
Genetics 

 

I went into molecular genetics almost by default. I had enjoyed 
the cellular mechanisms that I had learned in AP biology and 
was vaguely interested in disease, but I really had no idea what 
I wanted and stumbled upon this major at orientation, a wide-
eyed first-year looking for a passion. I count myself incredibly 
lucky that I found MMG. In this major, I have been challenged, 
pushed to my academic limits and found myself able to go 
beyond them. Beyond the material itself being fascinating and 
rewarding, the mentorship in the MMG department has been 
incredibly helpful and excellent in every way. I could have never 
gotten through these four years without the tailored help and 
individualized support from the group of faculty that have 
become my advisers, mentors, and friends. These incredible 
people saw what I was capable of and pushed me to realize it. 
They have inspired in me a passionate thirst for knowledge that 
will fuel my further education and career. But, more importantly, 
they have helped me form the stable academic foundation and 
confidence that will allow me to go forward into the world and 
do, well, anything! Thanks to MMG, I am much more sure of who 
I am, what I want to be, and what my interests are. In a million 
years, I could never thank them enough.  

 
 


