“Climate Change: A 21st Century Public Health Crisis”
Rising sea levels, hurricanes, and drought — these extreme weather events aren’t just altering the land
and air around us, they’re also impacting our bodies. Learn how global climate change is affecting
Vermonters’ health and the many things we can do to minimize risks while supporting health at
individual and community levels.
Megan Malgeri, M.D., is an assistant professor of family medicine at the University of Vermont’s Larner
College of Medicine. Malgeri is a 2012 alumna of the College and completed her residency at the
University of Vermont Medical Center (UVMMC). Malgeri developed and supervises the UVMMC Family
Medicine resident home visit curriculum and teaches medical students in the Clerkship level of the
Vermont Integrated Curriculum. In 2010 she co-authored “Environmental Health: How Much do Medical
Students Know,” and also designed public health modules on environmental health topics for the
Vermont Department of Health. Malgeri advocates for climate change initiatives as a member of the
Vermont Climate and Health Alliance steering committee and is a member of the UVMMC Sustainability
Council and the UVMMC Physician Wellness Council.
Christine Vatovec, Ph.D., is an adjunct research assistant professor of human health and the
environment, a fellow at the Gund Institute for Environment, and a lecturer in the Rubenstein School of
Environment and Natural Resources at the University of Vermont (UVM). Vatovec received her Ph.D. in
Environment and Resources from the University of Wisconsin and a Master of Science in Conservation
Biology from the University of Minnesota. She is a member of the International Association for Ecology
and Health, the Planetary Health Alliance, the Social Science Environmental Health Research Institute,
the UVM Integrative Health Program, and the University of Vermont Cancer Center. Vatovec studies the
unintended consequences of medical care and the health-promotion effects of nature. She teaches
“Climate Change and Human Health: Assessing Vulnerability and Adaptation Strategies” in UVM’s
Honors College, and regularly presents about the intersection of environment and human health. Recent
lectures include “Human Health and the Environment in Burlington through Time,” and “Greening
Healthcare through Practice, Policy, and Decision-Making at the Point-of-Care.”
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